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The legislative delegation under law no 8 year
1969 concerning Health Precautions against
Communicable Diseases:

A criminal law perspective

Dr. Ahmad Algahtani

In combating Covid-19, Kuwait’s Ministry of Health has relied on Law No
8 Year 1969 concerning Health Precautions Against Communicable Diseases
that delegates the minister of health to issue measures necessary to fight such
diseases. To ensure that those measures were followed, the law imposed criminal
penalties for the violation of those measures. This work analytically examines
this legislative delegation. It concludes that this delegation does not conflict with
the principle of legality pending satisfying some conditions. Furthermore, this
work demonstrates that criminal judges can review the minister of health’s order
that is issued based on legislative delegation to ensure that these orders are not
in conflict with the principle of legality
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