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This study investigates how Israel employs nature reserves and national parks as
a tool to control land. The study uses settler—colonial theory as a theoretical
framework to understand the environmental-colonial situation in Palestine. The
study builds on the hypothesis that protected areas such as nature reserves and
national parks act as tools for the settler—colonial state to manage and control the
local Palestinian population. Moreover, Israel alters the bilateral relationship
between Palestinian people and wild animals and changes the spatial landscape

and the indigenous ecosystem under the pretext of preserving nature.

Data were collected in areas close to nature reserves and national parks through
qualitative research methods, Semi—Structured interviews, open conversations,
and observations. The target group consisted of park and nature reserve rangers,
farmers, peasants and land owners from the Palestinian population who were
affected by Israel policy of transforming the Palestinian lands into nature reserves
and national parks. Furthermore, interviews were conducted with local actors to

obtain information on nature reserves.

This study helps us understand the interrelation between the re-imagination and

making of landscape (using the law, and tourism, as Israeli colonial practices)

C



with protected areas. The colonizer imbues the natural landscape with historical
and biblical narratives to prove claim over the land producing a spatial space
constructed on a colonial imagination. Moreover, Israel uses the law as a tool to
reshape awareness, reinforce entitlement to the land, and justify taking land for
nature reserves or national parks. Furthermore, Israel classifies the land into a
nature reserve or a national park to protect archaeological sites in order to
expand settlement under the guise of protecting nature. In the Silwan
neighborhood in Jerusalem, Israel established a national park in the middle of a
residential neighborhood claiming that it is an archaeological site that must be
preserved. Besides, the study investigates the settlers' colonial power relations as
they infiltrate tourism and identify pathways to disrupt and erase indigenous
cultures. The study concludes with a study of the effects of protected areas on
Palestinians’ relationship with their land and its wild animals and plants
influencing their livelihoods and the behavior of wild animals. Inevitably, for
Palestinians, the struggle with the wild animals becomes part of his struggle with

the settler—colonial apparatus.
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