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The crime of starving the civilian population in international
humanitarian law

Abstract

With the rise of armed conflicts in the modern era, the conflicting parties, countries
or groups, resort to a policy of the siege of countries and cities populated by civilians as
a form of collective punishment or as a means to pressure the adversary to achieve the
goals and obtain concessions. International humanitarian law emphasizes the
prohibition of the use of starvation as a means of warfare against civilian persons and
the prohibition on attacking, destroying, seizing or disrupting the indispensable objects
for the survival of the civilian population. The forcible displacement of the civilian
population is a general prohibition, since this displacement often leads to the spread of
famine. International humanitarian law emphasizes the need to commit to the
humanitarian and impartial relief work for the civilian population, in accordance with
the conditions set forth in international humanitarian law, when basic materials are
about to be implemented. The law urges the parties to the conflict to maintain
conditions that allow the civilian population to secure their pensions, in particular by
refraining from taking any measure aimed at depriving them of their supplies, access to
their crops or arable land, or generally depriving them of the indispensable materials for
their survival. The principle of protecting civilians and not being considered the site of
any attack during military operations is one of the fundamental principles of
international humanitarian law.
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*2Criminal law of Australia , published on
http://www.cambridge.org/au/academic/subjects/law/criminal-law/modern-criminal-law-
.australia-2nd-edition

3 Danish military law. Published on :
https://fauk.dk/nyheder/Documents/The%20Danish%20Military%20Justice%20System.
.pdf

** French criminal law, published on : http://www.frenchlaw.com/criminal law.html .

> Mali penal code, published on: http://www.droit-afrique.com/upload/doc/mali/Mali-
Code-2001-penal.pdf.

46. criminal law of Georgian, published on :
https://matsne.qgov.ge/en/document/download/16426/157/en/pdf.
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48. Annotated U.S Naval handbook 1997, published on
http://www.jag.navy.mil/distrib/instructions/AnnotatedHandbkL ONO. pdf:

49. Jean marry Henckaerts. Louis Doswald-beck, Customary International
Humanitarian Law: pt. 1-2. Practice.ICRC. publications.
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50. Switzerland’s Basic Military Manual 1987: published on:
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2 _cou ch rulell5.
51. Nigeria and Kenya military manuals, published on; https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/cihlweb.nsf/docindexeng/src_iimima?OpenDocument&Clic
k=.
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54. French military manuals. Published on
Jsasll & Ghttps://www.jstor.org/stable/314226?seq=1#page _scan_tab_contents,
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55. manuals of the laws of war of Israel. Published on:
https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/Law-of-War-Manual-June-
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