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Phonetic Problems in the Pronunciation of Arabic
by Filipino Women (An Applied Study)

Dr.Mona Mohamed Aly Beshr®
(Received 08/06/2020; accepted 02/07/2020)

Abstract: The research aims to uncover the phonetic problems faced by Filipino migrant
workers who use Arabic in the Northern Borders region and have difficulties pronouncing
certain sounds. The researcher attempts to propose solutions and mechanisms to address these
issues through a scientific study of several fricative consonants that may cause pronunciation
problems. The experiment was conducted on two groups of females under specific conditions:
the first group consisted of Filipinas working in beauty centers in the region, while the second
group comprised Saudi female students at the College of Education and Arts for Girls in Arar. A
comparison was made between the results of the two groups. The fricative sounds selected for
the study are, in order: 0, h, ¥, §, and 5.

Simple Arabic words were chosen to pronounce these sounds with the three short vowels (fatha,
kasra, and damma) at the beginning, middle, and end of the word. The training involved
listening to a recorded tape at home and lasted for three months. The Arabic words were
transcribed into Latin letters for the first group to facilitate easy reading. The recordings were
made three times, and the best one was selected for result analysis. The analysis was conducted
in two ways: (a) by listening, and (b) using the Praat phonetic analysis software to analyze the
sounds. Following this, the results were compared and discussed with reference to descriptions
by ancient and modern Arab scholars. The syllable used was the short vowel syllable (CV).
Keywords: fricative - Praat program - acoustic - consonant - vowel.
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