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The Role of Congress in the Making of US Foreign Policy
(The War on Iraq in 1991 and 2003 as Models)
By
Ahmed Mohamed Sobhi Ahmed
Supervisor
Dr. Abdel-Qader Mohamed Fahmy Al-Tai, Prof.
Abstract

The study aimed to identify the role of Congress in American foreign policy,
specifically to explain its position on the decision to go to war in Iraq in 1991 and 2003.
The problem of the study was the passing of war decisions through the legal framework
and giving them legitimacy as they are linked to the higher interests of the country,
while in reality they were related to the interests of internal powers, which managed to

impose their interests and visions in the legislative and executive authorities.

The main question of the study was the extent of the influence of Congress on the
orientations of US foreign policy toward the war on Iraq in 1991 and 2003. The study
used the decision-making approach, which focuses on how the decision is made by
decision makers. In addition, it used the systemic approach, which focuses on the

interaction between the elements of the system, both internally and externally.

The study was based on the assumption that the executive authority exerts an
influence on the legislature to achieve political purposes by legalizing it, especially with

regard to the decision of war, which expresses a political will in its essence.

The study concluded several results, the most important of which is that
Congressional decisions regarding foreign policy were influenced by internal factors
and influences, which play a role in directing members of Congress, such as the lobby
and public opinion. And that the American administration has used methods and means
from outside the constitutional framework to push for the passage of war decisions in
1991 and 2003.

The study recommended solving Arab-Arab problems within the Arab framework.
Also, activating and enhancing the role of pressure groups that support Arab issues

within the American political system.

Key words: Congress, Foreign Policy, USA
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