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The Relationship of Family Structure and Climate
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Inmates Care Center of the Boys’ in Rusaifa

Rand Arabyat
Siham Abueita

Abstract

Objective: The study aims to explain the effect of the family structure
and environment on juvenile delinquency among the inmates of
the Osama Bin Zeid Care Centre for Boys in Rusaifa, Jordan. It
also seeks to describe the family structure and its environment in
relation to the behaviour of juvenile delinquents. Methodology: the
study sample comprised (50) inmates from the centre that provides
care and rehabilitation for juvenile delinquents. A questionnaire of
three parts was prepared to cover information about the juvenile, his
family structure and environment, and it included three dimensions:
cohesion, expression, and conflict. The validity and stability of the
questionnaire were verified. The data was collected and analyzed using
the Statistical Program SPSS. The study implemented the descriptive
statistics in calculating means, analysis of variance (ANOVA), and
Pearson Correlation Coefficient. Results: the study findings showed
that the family structure had negatively affected the juvenile, the family
environment was a major cause of juvenile delinquency, and the family
conflicts had the biggest influence on the juvenile’s negative behaviour;
there was also a significant correlation between the family structure
and environment and juvenile delinquents. Conclusion: the study
concluded that family environment and structure negatively affect
juvenile delinquency, but family conflicts were the most influential in
provoking negative behaviour.

Keywords: Delinquent, Juvenile Delinquency, Family Structure,
Family Environment, Inmates, Centre.
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