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Abstract

This study aims to demonstrate the reasons of Arab designers’ reluctance to use Arabic computer
fonts and their preference to use Latin computer fonts. In addition to revealing the formal
environment of the Arabic computer fonts and the relationship of the visual formal structure of the
typographic elements of the written text.

The descriptive approach was applied in order to illustrate notable literature in relation to the
discussed topic. The results showed that there is a noticeable preference for Latin fonts over Arabic
fonts due to several reasons, such as the great neglect in their design, which accompanies many
technical problems that can be found in its immobility and problematic design.



Arab consumers tend to use latin fonts which are more connected and organized when compared to
Arabic fonts. When referring to their options, it can be noted that Latin fonts have more options in
view of the fact that it excels Arabic fonts in its easy processing in computer software.

While Arabic fonts deal with technical difficulties that hinder their development, It was also found
that there are a lot of problems in the formal aesthetic values for the design of the Arabic computer
font. Besides of its immobility due to negligence and improper design procedures, the design
process lacks the influence of the Arabic calligraphy whose rules and basics can inspire designers'
creativity.

The study also came out with a number of recommendations, firstly, specialists should consider the
necessity of paying attention to the design of Arabic computer fonts to face its technical problems.
Secondly, teaching the basics of Arabic calligraphy in fine art colleges should be enhanced using
modern methods in order to get new innovative designs for the Arabic letters that mimic designers'
imagination. And finally, paying attention to controlling the intellectual property of computer fonts;
in order to preserve the rights of designers of Arabic computer fonts which in turn encourages
redesigning and developing Arabic computer fonts.

Key words: Arab graphic designer, Latin computer font, Arabic computer font.
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