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Social Media Networks and Their Effects on the Intellectual

Orientations of Saudi Youth
“A Field Study”

Abstract:

This study sought to identify the impact of social media networks on
intellectual deviation among Saudi youth and the degree of influence
on moral and value change among Saudi youth, based on cultural
implantation theory and Mass Media Dependency Theory. Based on
the survey approach and the use of a questionnaire form for a
random sample using the available sample method, consisting of
(400) individuals from Saudi youth, aged 18-35 years, male and
female, who are users of social networking sites.

The study concluded that:

. There is a statistically significant correlation between the exposure of
the Saudi youth, the study sample, to social networking sites and
their effects on shaping their intellectual attitudes.

. There is a statistically significant correlation between the degree to
which social media networks contribute to influencing Saudi youth
and the psychological, health, and social effects affecting their
intellectual behavior.

. There is a statistically significant correlation between the exposure of
the Saudi youth in the study sample to social networking sites and
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their assessment of the role of social networking in intellectual
interaction.

. There is a statistically significant correlation between the utilitarian
and ritual motives of exposure of the Saudi youth in the study sample
to social networking sites and the religious and cultural orientations
they address.

. There are statistically significant differences in the effects of social
networking on shaping the intellectual attitudes of Saudi youth
according to their demographic characteristics (gender, age,
educational level, marital status, economic level).

Keywords: Intellectual trends - social networks - youth.
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