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Abstract:

Saudi Arabian dialects vary from the northern to the southern parts
of the Kingdom, with these dialects being some of the closest to
Classical Arabic despite changes over time due to wars, living
conditions, and migration, resulting in dialectal changes. This study
aims to investigate the linguistic, structural, and semantic changes in
the southern region of Saudi Arabia through the lens of popular
proverbs, which are oral traditions passed down through generations.
The study seeks identify the structural and syntactical changes in the
proverbs’ language and the functional meanings they convey in the
lives of their speakers. The study is divided into an introduction and
three chapters: the introduction defines popular proverbs; the first
chapter explores their verbal and phonological structure; the second
chapter dissects their syntactical structure; and the third chapter
analyzes their semantic functions. Utilizing a descriptive methodology
with appropriate analytical and stylistic tools, the study concludes that
several linguistic phenomena are prominent in popular proverbs, such
as '"tamtamiyya" and '"kashkasha," the reliance on conditional
structures, deviations from Classical Arabic rules in some phonemes
and letters, and varied functions including communicative, moral,
social, religious, economic, argumentative, and rhythmic. The study
recommends further in-depth research into Saudi popular heritage
across all its genres and tracking the dialectal growth characteristics of
each region

Keywords: Saudi Popular Proverbs, Southern Dialects, Dialectal
Changes, Semantic Functions
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