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Abstract

This study examined the image of Gaza’s “Marches of Return” in the English
language Israeli newspapers’ websites. The study analyzed the published stories,
their topics, the main characters, and the sources of information, as well as
similarities and differences between these newspapers’ websites in descriptions and
roles of the “Marches of Return.”

This analysis of content relied on survey methodology. It also drew on the
method of mutual relations and, within its framework, methodical comparison was
employed. The data were collected by using the content analysis form, and chose the
websites of Haaretz and Yediot Aharonot. The study spanned a period, from March
30, 2018 to March 31, 2019, and analyzed 202 newspaper articles from both
newspaper sites, using a comprehensive inventory method. Research and analysis
relied on the "Agenda Setting Theory.”

This study came up with several results, including:

1. It showed a general negative image in viewing the “Marches of Return.” However,
Haaretz displayed a positive image of 67 percent, while Yediot Aharonot
displayed a positive image of only 7.4 percent.

2. The riots role came in the first place for the roles of the marches of return.
However, there was a great difference in negativity. The content in Yediot
Aharonot was 48.4 percent negative, while analysis of Haaretz content produced a
negative rate of 9.3 percent. Moreover, the role of protests against the blockade of
Gaza was 45.7 positive on the Haaretz website, which confirms the positive image
of “Marches of Return” reflected in Haaretz.

3. Both newspaper websites, however, relied heavily on Israeli sources at a rate of
43.9%, and more prominently rated at 54.8 percent at Yediot Aharonot, while it
rated less at Haaretz website with 36.5 percent.

The study recommends the following:

1. Paying more attention to the displaying of the popular image of the Marches of
Return, away from the parties and their rhetoric, as it is considered a popular
effort and a national cause for all residents of the Gaza Strip.

2. Developing media plans capable of confronting the Israeli narrative with evidence
in order to correct the image of the Palestinian narrative and highlight their right
to return to the occupied territories and to lift the blockade on the Gaza Strip.

3. Enhancing the Palestinian media's coverage of the events of the Marches of Return
in the English language in order to ensure the export of a true narrative that

combats the false Israeli narrative.
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A video was posted on Palestinian social media pages on

Saturday showing a Palestinian man shot to death by a
sniper near Jabalia during the "March of Return'' rioting

on the Gaza border the previous day™."
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(1) Video shows Palestinian shot from behind during Gaza clashes. Levy, E.
(website).
(2) Encyclopedia of translation terminology, Ali, P. 99.
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“This Saturday will mark 100 days since the beginning of the phenomenon
of incendiary kites and balloons being launched into Israeli communities
bordering the Gaza Strip, with parents complaining of the accompanying
difficulties in raising their children under the constant specter of fires
and rocket attacks... One of parents said: “It’s tiring. I had hoped that
when I became a parent, my children wouldn’t have to deal with the same
issues. I thought the government would find a solution so we could live in
peace, but in reality, everyday we give up part of our peace of mind,” she

concluded.

(1) Jerusalem Embassy and Gaza Protests: 59 Palestinians Killed by Israeli Gunfire
at Border, Khoury and et.al (website).
(2)100 days of incendiary kites, balloons landing in south Israel, Tzuri, (website)
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“The protesters on the Gaza border burned tires and threw
stones at the soldiers, trying to approach the fence. An IDF
quadcopter was shot down near Jabalia. The IDF warned the

protestors that Israel wouldn’t tolerate any breach of the
fence. Troops fired gas grenades and warning shots at the
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(website).
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(1) The Great March of Return: A Case Study of the Western Media Perception of
Palestine, Alnaouq, P.20.
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On Friday, Gaza's Health Ministry claimed that three

Palestinians, including a 14-year-old boy, were killed and at
least 30 had been wounded by IDF fire in the northern Gaza
Strip during weekly riots. The IDF said in response that it
used necessary force in order to prevent border breaches by
some 13,000 Palestinians who gathered at several points near
the fence, some of them hurling rocks and fire bombs at troops,

under the cover of smoke from burning tires.(!"
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(1) Hundreds of Palestinians riot in Saturday's protests in Gaza, Zitun, (website)
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More than a dozen rioters were killed last Friday by sniper

fire in clashes with the IDF, forcing protesters in upcoming
border rallies to employ smoke, as well as mirrors, to blind

Israeli forces. "V

(1) Israel warns of ecological damage following tire burning in Gaza border protests,
Levy and Zitun (website).
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1t’s not hard to imagine what would have happened if a

settler had been stabbed — on-site broadcasts, throw open the
studios. But in Gaza the Israel Defense Forces continued to
massacre mercilessly, with a horrific rhythm, as Israel
celebrated Passover... The killing of Palestinians is accepted
in Israel more lightly than the killing of mosquitoes. There’s
nothing cheaper in Israel than Palestinian blood... an army
that pits tanks against civilians and boasts of one hundred
snipers waiting for the demonstrators is an army that has lost

all restraint.(?"

(1) The Great March of Return: A Case Study of the Western Media Perception of
Palestine. Alnaougq, A, P.13.
(2) The Israel Massacre Forces, Levy (website).
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(1) Trapped at Gaza's Gates, Haaretz Editorial, (website).
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“Now, tens of thousands of Gazans are protesting under
slogans that not a single Israeli can accept or identify with.
They’re not protesting against the occupation, against the
siege or against the US Embassy’s move to Jerusalem, as the
Western media are wrongly reporting, they are protesting
against the actual existence of a Jewish state. And we are
responding with cruel live fire. We are firing without crying.”
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