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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the uses of Arab sports journalists to
data journalism. This study is a descriptive research that used the media
survey method, and within its framework the method of surveying media
practices was used. The study relied on the theory of uses and
gratifications. The study used the questionnaire and interview for data
collection.

The study was applied to a sample of Arab sports journalists who
obtained membership in the Arab Federation for Sports Press using a
simple random sample of (195) of respondents. The questionnaire was
sent to them in the period between 5/5/2021 and 10/5/2021. The study
population consists of 426 sports journalists. The interview was conducted
on a deliberate sample of 18 experts and academics specialized in data
journalism and sports journalism.

The most important findings f the study:

1. The findings showed that 55.7% of the study sample considers the
benefit that accrues to the sports journalist from practicing data
journalism is to take advantage of the abundance of digital sports
data. 56.4% consider media organization credible and reliable.

2. The findings showed that the highest satisfaction achieved from
sports journalists' use of data journalism is that it achieves an
increase in work experience by 85.20%.

3. The study showed that 70.80% of the study sample see the necessity
of providing a media environment that has a large margin of press
freedom and ensure the right to obtain data is the most prominent
proposal for the development of data journalism.

The most important recommendations of the study:

1. Enacting legal legislations to ensure permanent access to the
required data and information without any obstacles.

2. Exploiting and investing the capabilities of journalists to develop
the work of data journalism and create a new developed reality, as
well as working on facilitating the task of obtaining data from all
different sources, developing journalists’ skills, and creating
platforms and means to publish data-driven stories.
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