Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 27 (2022) 197-226

Fl

¢

e e e d e

[P

Contents lists available at Academic Scientific Journal

Q/' http://www.iasj.net

Tikrit Journal for Political Science

< Y e

Glaailly Gyl b dal tagial) G olad 5l Al
Turkish policy towards the eastern Mediterranean:

a study in opportunities and challenges

¢ S

) - m i l Aalall s puaall) Al Bl

Assist.lecture. Waleed Jarjees Esayed

Article info.  Abstract: The eastern Mediterranean has emerged more than before
since 2010, driven by the large estimates of natural gas reserves in this
Article history: region, and since this region constitutes a permanent point of conflict
- Received:28/2/2022 between the major powers overlooking it - notably Turkey and Greece -
- Accepted:24/3/2022 these natural resources have ignited tension In the region again, and
- Available online :31/3/2022 . . . . .
brought to the fore many historical contracts that the victorious countries

Keywords:

- Turkey established in the First World War and related to sharing the legacy of the
- Eastern Mediterranean lost Ottoman Empire in that war, and these events prompted the Turkish
- Turkish interests decision-maker to try to establish its rights there according to a Turkish
- Turkish politics vision that serves its interests primarily .

Turkey has many political, economic and military opportunities in this
region, driven by its strategic importance, and its military superiority over
most of the countries surrounding this region, in addition to an effective
foreign policy and deep-rooted relations with many global powers, on the
one hand; On the other hand, the magnitude of the challenges facing this
region increases with the increasing influence of world powers and their
aspiration for economic and strategic gains in the eastern Mediterranean,
and this raises the level of the region's importance from regional to global
importance.
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Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (Brussels: European Parliamentary
Research Service, 2019)
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Conclusion:
From the foregoing, the great importance of the region under study
becomes clear, whether for the active forces on the international arena or

for the countries bordering it, and this importance becomes clearer for
Turkey, which is a country that is trying to play effective regional roles at
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the regional level, as Turkey considers the eastern Mediterranean region as
a main pillar In any strategic move or economic development progress you
can achieve.

All the countries bordering the eastern Mediterranean view this region
with the same importance, as they see in it a group of economic projects
that move the economy of their countries forward great steps, and given
the importance of natural gas and the importance of the state entering the
club of energy-exporting countries, this is what fueled a group of conflicts
And the heated economic competition between the major powers there.

In addition to all of the above, the difficulty of legalizing the maritime
borders of countries, the problem of sharing exclusive economic zones,
and the failure of some countries to sign the UN Seas Convention; All this
led to the existence of great justifications for this region to be a hotbed of
conflict between many countries bordering the eastern Mediterranean.
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