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Abstract

A contemplative, nomadic, Palestinian study that travels with Palestinians from
various regions of Palestine, through the spaces of time and geography, and reflects
on the trajectories of Palestinian identity formations across colonial divisions, with
the aim of researching and grasping the psychological and social dynamics and
transformations that Palestinians go through during their lifetime in light of

colonial divisions and how they affect the formation of their Palestinian identity.

This has been done through sub-questions about what are the visible and invisible
effects of colonial divisions on the Palestinian identity? the role of events and
realities in shaping the Palestinian identity? What is the weight of personal and
family narratives in shaping the Palestinian identity? and what are the other
essential elements and components that play a role in shaping the Palestinian

identity, Such as relations, practices, and transitions across colonial divisions.

In its theoretical framework, this study is based on the foundations and principles
of liberal community psychology, which has been associated since its inception
supporting the oppressed and the political liberation for homelands and people.
Therefore, it is biased towards Palestine and aspires to harness knowledge for the
sake of liberation from Zionist settler colonialism. In order to discuss the
Palestinian identity, its dimensions, and the trajectories of its formation, it is
necessary to delve into the Zionist settler-colonial context and the political

divisions it imposes on Palestine.



The importance of this study stems from the fact that it is participatory and based
mainly on the narratives of the participants’ lives during the interviews and on their
points of view, experiences, thoughts, feelings and knowledge, rather than on
theoretical knowledge, and therefore it does not claim objectivity. This is in
addition to being recent and not subject to the colonial political divisions imposed
on Palestine, neither in terms of the hometowns and places of residence of the

participants nor in terms of the theoretical framework and analysis of the results.

To achieve the mentioned, this study adopts the methodology of qualitative,
reflective, participatory research and the method of in-depth nomadic dialogue
interviews across temporal and geographical spaces and the inclusiveness of
contexts, for the sake of reflecting and learn from the process of shaping the
Palestinian identity among thirteen Palestinians from the third generation of the
Nakba. These interviews provide data that is being used in the analysis process
with the aim of attaining common knowledge, and it also allows for reflection that
may lead to insight for both the participants and the researcher, as well as the

production of common knowledge that was not realized before.

The analysis of the results comes in through five axes that were drawn from the
content of the interviews, namely: values and principles, belonging versus
alienation, family, pain, hope and awareness, and then colonial relations and sites.
This is followed by the conclusions, which presents a brief summary of the
conclusions underlying in the study, and is limited to the perspective and point of
view of the researcher, as it favors and urges the reader to reflect and draw

conclusions for themselves.
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