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Abstract

Since the 1948 Nakba, The Palestinian reality has been reflected in the
poetic and prose literary works. The Palestinian writers went along with the
Palestinian political life course, and kept pace with the instabilities and turns in
the history of the Palestinian issue. Through these literary works, Palestinian
writers documented Palestinian life and conveyed the politically and nationally
volatile reality of the Palestinian people from the Nakba to the present day.

The Palestinian camps have long been symbols of Palestinian struggle and
revolution. Therefore, Palestinian writers have paid more attention to this struggle
and conveyed its revolutionary and social intricacies to the world through their
literary works, which documented and depicted the national, humanitarian,
historical reality of the Palestinian diaspora.

At some point (as early as the 1990s), Palestinian writers realized that the
Palestinian camp was not only a center of the national struggle, but also a center
of a social, moral, and human revolution. Therefore, they depicted it in their
novels in a way different from the beginning of the 1990s or before the Oslo
Accords. The camp was no longer the writers’ focus as the first torch of the
revolution for the liberation of Palestine. Rather, it has become the hub of a social
revolution. They believed that we needed to consider its disarmed residents with
their full humanity and instincts. The camp was a human being in the first place.

The Palestinians held a great national and moral value in the camp, this
study thus addressed the representations of the camp in the Palestinian novels
after the Oslo Accords. To achieve examine representations in an informed,
academic manner, post-Oslo representations were compared with pre-Oslo
representations through a two-stage study sample.

This study entitled The representations of the Camp in the Palestinian
Novels after Oslo aimed to detect the representations of the camp in the study
sample (Um Saad - Ghassan Kanafani 1969, Lovers - Rashad Abu Shawar 1977,
Al-Tuq (Ring) - Ghareeb Asgalani 1977, Tuffah Al-Majanin (Fools' apples) 1983
and Ma' Al Sama ‘Sky Water’ 2008 - Yahya Yakhlif, Milk of Figs - Samia Issa



2010, A Suspended Life - Atef Abu Saif 2015, Mukhmal (Velvet) - Huzama
Habayeb 2016). It also explored the effect of these representations on defining the
distinctive features of the Palestinian camp before and after the Oslo Accords.

The present study is important because it endeavored to identify the
distinctive features of the camp and to highlight the status of the post-Oslo camp
in minority literature through analyzing the post-Oslo study sample. The study
used the analytical, descriptive approach. Chapter | dealt with the conceptual
framework, including the introduction, the problem of the study, the study
questions, the methodology of the study, the importance of the study, and related
literature.

Chapter Il explored the three spaces of the Palestinian novel (village, city,
and camp) with few examples from some Palestinian novels. In regard of the
camp space, the chapter explained the establishment of the Palestinian camps in
1948, along with statistics on the number of refugees in Palestinian camps inside
Palestine and the Arab countries.

Chapter 111 addressed the pre-Oslo camp, introduction to the Oslo Accords,
description and analysis of the pre-Oslo camp novels (Um Saad, Lovers, Al-Tuqg,
Tuffah Al-Majanin). The chapter also dealt with the camp environment,
characters, heroism, women's roles, national action, collaborators, the UNRAWA
agency, and their impact on the nature of the camp. Additionally, the chapter
explored the denouement of each novel in the study sample. Finally, the chapter
outlined the distinctive features of the representations of the pre-Oslo camp: there
was only one type of the protagonist: the victorious and redeemer, the defeat of
collaborators by the fighters, and the everlasting hope of return and liberation.

Chapter 1V addressed the analysis of the post-Oslo study sample/novels
(Ma' Al Sama ‘Sky Water’, Milk of Figs, A Suspended Life, and Velvet). This
analysis was in line with the analysis of the pre-Oslo study sample, highlighting
the representations developed after the Oslo Accords. It also explored the camp’s
characters, women's roles, national action, and social and ethical concerns that
have contributed to the shaping of the structure of the camp. Finally, it tackled the

denouement in each novel in the post-Oslo era and how they were different from



the novels from the pre-Oslo era. Based on this analysis, the study construed the
distinctive features of the camp’s representations in the post-Oslo Palestinian
novels, including the absence of the central hero from the main scene, numerous
forms of protagonists, and Palestinian’s withdrawal from general concern to his
personal concerns.

The study reached a set of important results, including:

1. There was one style of protagonists in the pre-Oslo novels, i.e., the
victorious and the redeemer. However, there were numerous hero styles and the
central hero was absent in the post-Oslo novels, in which the central hero was
replaced with a group of influential figures.

2. In the pre-Oslo camp novels, Palestinians were very concerned with their
hope for return, liberation, heroism, and national action. However, the
Palestinians withdrew from their general concern to their personal concerns in the

post-Oslo camp novels.
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