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Abstract

This current study focuses on searching for Western sources in the theatre of the Syrian
writer Saad Allah Wannous who left the Arab nation a distinctive legacy of theatrical
works that mimic their social, economic and political realities without any artificial cliche
or falsification of facts. These works put them right in front of their tragic reality, and
compels them to be aware of it, take a decisive position towards it, and come to terms with
events.

This theatre, which was known as the politicization theatre, was a unique and bold type
that Wannous was known for. This special experience required the writer to take
advantage of special techniques, which made the writer get acquainted with and benefit
from many literatures, taking a different path for himself in playwriting and theatrical
treatment.

As a result, we found for the writer a space for impact on and being impacted by Western
literatures, from various aspects, literary doctrines, and European environments, whether
at the level of general theatrical ideas, such as being influenced by the Greek theatre, or
the Brecht epic German theatre, or the Italian Pirandello’s Improvised Theatre, or at the
level of benefiting from dramatic treatments and artistic ideas for some Western plays.

Therefore, through the comparative approach that is inseparable from the aesthetic study,
this study sought to search for the Western sources that Wannous benefited from in his
plays, or those he was influenced by, or those they he reconstructed in his plays, reveal
the extent of this influence, and determine the similarities and differences in them.

The study is divided into seven chapters, in which the researcher worked on a comparison
between Wannos’s plays and other Western plays, or between his theatre and other
theatres. The study ended with a conclusion which included a set of results and
recommendations.

Among the most prominent of these results involved affirming that Saad Allah Wannous’s
theatre was influenced by many Western sources at the level of theatrical thought,
theatrical seeds or artistic construction of some important international plays. However,
Wannous had his own and often different method of dramatic treatment of these ideas and
in dealing dramatically with these sources. The study recommends paying attention to
critical studies in the field of theatre, especially the comparative studies of the theatre.
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