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Abstract

This research aims to explain the historical stages that prisons went
through, and the changes that accompanied them, such as the change of the
purpose of the punishment from inflicting pain only to pain, rehabilitation and
re-orientation of the inmate, and the change of the term prison to the term
reform and rehabilitation centers. The study also aims to clarify the extent of
the legality of visits, correspondence and home leave for inmates in the reform
and rehabilitation centers, to shed light on the controls that govern each of
them, and to show the types of both visits and correspondence in the reform
and rehabilitation centers.

The researcher followed both the analytical approach and the comparative
approach, and divided the study into three chapters: the introductory chapter
dealt with the prison sentence in Sharia and the law, and it was divided into two
topics: the first topic addressed the nature of the prison sentence system and its
goals, while the second topic dealt with the stages of the development of the
prison sentence and position of the Sharia and the law towards it. In the first
chapter, the researcher reviewed the visits and correspondence of inmates and
their provisions, and divided it into two topics: the first looked into the legal
protection and provisions of inmates’ visits, whereas the second topic discussed
the regulation and controls of inmates’ correspondence. The second chapter
reviewed inmates’ home leave and their procedures, and divided it into two
topics: the first dealt with the nature of the home leave for inmates, and the
second topic addressed the position of law and Islamic Sharia scholars on
inmates’ home leave.

The researcher reached several results including that the Palestinian Reform
and Rehabilitation Centers Law fell short in determining the conditions that
must be met for the inmate to obtain a home leave, in addition to failing to
specify the cases in which the inmate is prevented from communicating and
corresponding with family and the community outside. The study also found
that visits and correspondence have an important impact on the psychological
discipline and good behavior of inmates, and that home leaves play an
important role in facilitating the process of integrating inmates into society.

Among the researcher's recommendations are that the Palestinian legislator
must stipulate in the articles of the Law of Reform and Rehabilitation Centers
on regulating the phone call for inmates, and to clarify cases of cutting off
contact and preventing the inmate from using it. The researcher also
recommends the need for the competent authorities to prepare a magazine or
booklet for work procedures in the reform and rehabilitation centers, follow up
on national and international legal developments, and periodically submit
proposals for improvement to the director general of reform and rehabilitation
centers.
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