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Abstract

This study aims to identify Palestinian journalists’ assessment

of the spread of rumors on social networks. In this descriptive study,
the researcher used the survey studies approach though using the
method of surveying media practice, whereby data were collected by
means of a questionnaire distributed to a simple random sample
consisting of 200 Palestinian journalists in the Gaza Strip. The
researcher adopted the Communicator Theory.

The study reached a number of results, the most important of which
are the following:

1.

The political fields are the areas most focused on by rumors on
social networks by 93.0%, followed by the security fields by
60.5%, the social fields by 50.0%, the economic fields by
43.5%, then by the health field by 39.5%, the psychological field
by 23.0%, and the religious field which came in last place by
19.5%.

The destabilization of the security of the Palestinian society was
the first goal of the rumors spreaders through social networks at
a rate of 74.5%, followed by stirring up discord among the
people at 64.5%, and by spreading fear among the public at a
rate of 61.5%.

Issuing official statements was ranked first as a means to reduce
the rate of rumors on social networks by 86.0%, followed by
official and personal accounts on social networks by 64.5%,
followed by official websites by 41.5%.

Based on these results, the study concluded with several
recommendations, the most important of which are as follows:

1.

2.

To call on Palestinian journalists to assume social responsibility
when dealing with issues of rumors and ways to deal with them.
To work on developing contingency plans for the different times
of crises in Gaza, in order to deal with rumors and fight them
before they spread, and to address them from the source.

. The need to oblige the competent authorities, when a case arises,

to take the lead and issue a statement by the responsible source
to educate the community about the reality of the event or issue,

so that every tendentious news or rumor about this event is not

believed.
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