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The Crime of Perjury in the Jordanian Penal Code
in force in the West Bank

and the Palestinian Code of Criminal Procedure

Dr. Mustafa Hussein Abdulbaqi
Abstract:

A perjury is the act of a person who is brought before the court to
testify as a witness in a civil or criminal case that intentionally decides
what is contrary to the truth in order to mislead the judiciary. The crime
of perjury is based on four pillars: the physical pillar )a testimony
given to a judicial authority(; the falsehood of the testimony; the
damage or the possibility of it being realized; and the moral element
)criminal intent(.

The offense of perjury is a misdemeanour, the penalty of which in
the Jordanian Penal Code is three months to three years’imprisonment,
but the penalty is aggravated in any of the following cases: the case of
false testimony during the investigation or trial of a felony; the case
of false testimony led to death or life imprisonment; and in the case
of repetition.

Meanwhile, the mitigating circumstances are: if the testimony is
given without the oath being sworn by the witness; if the perjury is
presented to a person for prosecution or judgment in cases of exemption
from punishment; and the state of commutation of the sentence from
the instigator. On the other hand, the punishment is exempt in any of
the following cases: if the truth is told, it will lead to gross harm to the
witness or to one of his/her relatives; the person who does not have to
perform the testimony; and if the witness retracted his words.
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