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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the extent of the Palestinian expatriates’ dependence on
Palestinian news websites to enhance their national belonging and to identify the
effects of this dependence.

This descriptive study used the media survey approach which involved using the
method of surveying the media audience, through distributing a questionnaire to a
random sample of Palestinian expatriates in most countries of the world. The study
sample consisted of (400) respondents, and it was conducted during the period from
March 13" 2021 to March 25" 2021, and the researcher adopted the Media
Dependency Theory.

The study reached several results, the most important of which are the following:

— (74.0%) of the respondents follow Palestinian news websites, while (26.0%)
do not follow them.

— Political issues are among the most important national issues that respondents
follow on the websites, at a rate of (89.2%).

— The attacks of the occupation and the wars waged against the Gaza Strip are
among the most prominent topics of national belonging that the respondents
follow on Palestinian news websites, at a rate of (88.9%).

— (31.4%) of the respondents have confidence in news websites in their handling
of issues of promoting national belonging to a high degree.

The study recommends:

The necessity of expanding the handling of issues of strengthening national
belonglng in Palestinian news websites.

That workers in these websites should show social responsibility and respect for
national constants on the standard of professional foundations and principles.

These websites increase their interest in accuracy and objectivity when dealing
with issues of national belonging.

_ Using the websites’ pages on social media in the process of strengthening national
belonglng
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