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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the Palestinian journalists' use of digital media
to raise awareness of narcotics dangers, its role in shaping their attitudes, the degree
of benefit from it, the extent of their dependence on digital media in obtaining
information about awareness of narcotics dangers, and the motives behind their
dependence.

This study is a descriptive research in which the researcher used the media
survey method, and within its framework he used the survey of methods of media
practice. The study used the interview and questionnaire as research tools, and on the
theories of uses and gratifications and on media reliance.

The study was applied to a sample of Palestinian journalists in the governorates
of the Gaza Strip, using a simple random sample of consisting of (324) respondents,
applying the questionnaire in the period from January 15, 2021 to February 15, 2021.
The interview was on an intentional sample consisting of 10 specialists in Digital
Media and Narcotics Control.

The most important findings of the study:

* The study showed that the degree of Palestinian journalists' use of digital
media to disseminate information about narcotics issues was high by 44.1%.

* The motivation for using digital media in publishing narcotics-related issues
to raise awareness of narcotics dangers came first among Palestinian journalists' with
a percentage of 75%.

* The saturation of the latest information on narcotics issues ranked first from
the ritual gratifications achieved from the journalists' use of digital media to form their
knowledge about narcotics issues by 30%, while the saturation of communication with
the anti-narcotics authorities ranked first in the utilitarian gratification, at a rate of
26.9%.

» The behavioral effects came first from the effects achieved by Palestinian
journalists' use of digital media to provide knowledge about narcotics issues, with a
rate of 72.2%.

The most important recommendations of the study:

The study recommended training a digital media cadre specialized in
awareness of narcotics dangers, in addition to the necessity of supplying electronic
media with media materials that are effective for combating narcotics awareness
issues.
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