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The Reality of Yemeni Press and Publication Laws and Their
Impact on Press Freedom: A Field Study from the
Perspective of Journalists in Yemen

Akram Tawfiq Saad Al-Qadami
PhD researcher in Media, Journalism and Publishing

Abstract

This study was titled: The Reality of Yemeni Press and Publication Laws and Their
Impact on Press Freedom, a field study from the viewpoint of journalists in Yemen. It
aimed to study the reality of Yemeni press and publishing laws and their impact on press
freedom. The study problem crystallized in monitoring, analyzing and interpreting the
conditions of press freedom in Yemen, and the reality of professional practice in light of the
political, economic and social restrictions and obstacles this practice is witnessing.

This study belongs to the quality of descriptive studies that aim to describe the
characteristics of the studied phenomena, and to determine the degree of correlation
between the variables. This study employs the survey method to obtain information about
the studied phenomenon.

This study included an analytical study sample: analyzing laws and legislations related
to press and publishing in Yemen, and a field study sample: by selecting a random sample
of 200 individuals from Yemeni journalists, based on lists of journalists in the Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate.

The study reached a number of results, the most important of which was the presence of
restrictions imposed on freedom of opinion and expression in the Republic of Yemen, the
limited oversight role played by national newspapers, and its connection to political
conditions and circumstances, as well as private newspapers, in addition to the multiplicity
of pressures that limit the practice of the press to its critical function And that party
pluralism in Yemen did not lead much to political pluralism in its democratic sense and
community participation, and thus did not lead to freedom of the press, and that Yemeni
publishing laws and the penal code contain many names and crimes that are easy to adapt
and interpret, to apply to anything that a journalist writes.

This study presented a set of recommendations, the most important of which is the
issuance of a statement condemning the attacks on journalists and the media, and the
issuance of instructions to the Office of the Attorney General to order immediate, impartial
and comprehensive investigations regarding these attacks, with the aim of ensuring that
those responsible for the attacks are held accountable, and calling on Parliament to enact
legislation to dissolve the Press Court And specialized publications, and that the
Constitution Drafting Committee should protect freedom of expression in the draft
constitution by developing explicit texts consistent with Yemen's obligations in the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and ensuring access to information as
a constitutional right, and that Parliament should amend or cancel existing laws, including
texts. Legal issues related to criminal defamation, which detracts from the right to freedom
of expression and the media in violation of international law, and amending laws
establishing the Court of Press and Specialized Publications in order to resolve them, while
excluding existing cases or referring them to criminal courts.

Keywords: The Press, Specialized Publications, Freedom of Expression, The Constitution,
Publishing Laws.
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