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ABSTRACT
U.S Foreign Policy Orientations towards the Arab Region between
Idealism and Realism 2001-2017
Jamal Abdel Kareem Riziq Aldabaibeh
Mu’tah University, 2020

The study aimed to identify the ideal and realistic orientations of American
foreign policy towards the Arab region during the years 2001-2017, the study
employed both the decision-making approach in foreign policy, and the
comparative approach to answer its questions, and to verify the validity of its
central hypothesis that there is a correlation between the importance of the region
Arab and the imposition of American hegemony over it, The study proved the
validity of its sub-hypotheses, as the study found a number of fixed political,
economic and security goals for American foreign policy toward the Arab region.

The study also found that although there were New ideal trends in American
foreign policy toward the Arab region during the era of former US President
George W. Bush, the New realistic aspect overwhelmed those trends, and the study
reached the validity of this hypothesis by measuring the ideal and realistic
indicators of American foreign policy during the era of Former US President
George W. Bush for four major issues in the Arab region, namely the American
occupation of Irag, the Sudanese issue, Israeli attacks on southern Lebanon, and
Islamic groups in the Arab region.

The study also concluded that, despite the existence of realistic orientations in
American foreign policy towards the Arab region during the era of former US
President Barack Obama, the New ideal side overwhelmed those trends, and the
study found the validity of this hypothesis by measuring the New ideal and New
realistic indicators of American foreign policy in Former US President Barack
Obama entrusted four joint issues in the Arab region, namely: the popular
revolution in Libya 2011, the Egyptian popular revolution against the Hosni
Mubarak regime, the Syrian popular revolution against the regime of Bashar al-
Assad 2011, and the Yemeni popular revolution against President A J Abdullah
Saleh 2011.

In light of the results that were reached, the study came out with a set of
recommendations, the most important of which are: the need for Arab countries to
conduct studies and meetings related to clarifying American foreign policy towards
Arab countries with a view to setting a future vision for this policy, and to spread
awareness among Arab youth of American plans aimed at Establishment of a new
Middle East, to be led by Israel.

Key words: American foreign policy, the Arab region,New idealism,
New realism
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