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Abstract

This study conceptualises the coffee drinking experience
as both a sensory and an emotional phenomenon, while
documenting and examining the key practices, customs,
and traditions associated with it - both historically and at
present. Furthermore, the research introduces a frame-
work for spatial design to reinforce these practices as
integral to intangible cultural heritage. Employing a de-
scriptive-analytical methodology, the study analyses data
elicited via semi-structured interviews with 20 elderly in-
terviewees from the western region of Saudi Arabia, fo-
cusing on the historical practices, customs, and traditions
of coffee drinking. It further examines the results of a
questionnaire conducted with 403 participants within one
Saudi regional community, to uncover their most common
practices and traditions associated with Saudi coffee drink-
ing. This study then proposes a series of spatial activities
across four stations, each designed according to specific
use-case scenarios feasible for cultural events. The study's
significance lies in the valuable insights it may have for
interior designers, researchers, and other stakeholders in
the preservation of intangible cultural
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