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Abstract

Objective of the study: The study aims at revealing anonymous news sources in the
Palestinian daily newspapers, and the reasons that cause journalists to make their
sources anonymous.

Research methodology: This study is a descriptive research, in which the researcher
used two approaches: survey studies, within which content analysis method and
practices’ methods survey. The second approach is studying mutual relations within
which the method of methodological comparison, using the two tools of the content
analysis form and questionnaire. The study relied on the priorities of the Agenda
Setting Theory, and the mass communicator “The Gatekeeper” theory.

Study population and sample: The study was conducted on three daily Palestinian
newspapers, which are: Al-Quds, Palestine and Alhayat Aljadida during the time
period between 1/1/2018 to 12/31/2018, where a regular random sample was taken,
using the repeated cycle method at a rate of (46) copies of each newspaper with a
total of (138) copies. The field study was conducted on (50) respondents from the
three newspapers, representing 35.5% of the study population, in a proportional
distribution method.

The most important findings of the study:

1. The three newspapers conceal their unofficial sources more than the official
ones. It has been noted that the Palestinian sources are more than others in
similar proportions, ranging from (40.5% to 51.3%).

2. The study revealed that the majority of journalists have never published
anonymous news (54%), and (26%) of them sometimes published it, and that
(20%) were the ones who published anonymous news more than one time.

3. The study confirmed that partisan affiliations are one of the most important
reasons that drive journalists to bypass the ethics of the profession by (81%). As
for the motive that ranked second, it is the pursuit of a journalistic to make a
scoop with a rate of (57.1%). In third place was the motive of avoiding the
harassment of the authority by (47.6%).

The most important recommendations of the study:
The study drew number recommendations, the most important of which are:

1- Palestinian newspapers must exert the necessary effort to limit the phenomenon
of anonymous news, and to put in appropriate restrictions that guarantee its use
in the narrowest extent.

2- Journalists and editors should avoid anonymous sources, not resort to them as
much as possible, and use them only in extreme cases to preserve credibility and
transparency, and to enhance professional news values.

3- Journalists must be careful and consider professional and national standards
when dealing with Israeli sources, especially the unknown ones, given their
seriousness and the agenda they seek to achieve in Palestinian society.
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