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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of this article is to revise the cited sayings of scholars in the field of the hadith
sciences, to clarify errors in this field and to emphasize the correct methodology for citing original
works in contemporary studies. Furthermore, the article aims to correct some serious existing mis-
takes found in Islamic heritage.

Methodology: This research uses analytical and critical methodologies to trace the reasons that
mistakes have been committed in citing, analyzing, and assessing the sayings of past scholars. Fi-
nally, the research explains the mistakes found in citing these sayings.

Findings: The article finds six reasons that mistakes relating to the citation of the sayings of scho-
lars have been committed. Furthermore, hadith and hadith science books need precise and careful
revision, especially in terms of citations of previous scholars. Ultimately, researchers in this field are
advised to not use secondary sources and to rely on primary sources instead. Moreover, mistakes in
citing the works of scholars are a human error that no one can completely escape; thus, we empha-
size the importance of using primary sources rather than secondary sources.

Originality: The originality of this article lies in dealing with examples related to the hadith sciences
but eliminating the incorrectly cited sayings of certain scholars and then explaining the conse-
quences of these mistakes. Finally, this article helps cleanse our Islamic heritage of errors in both
methodology and information.

Keywords: Errors in citations; tracing the sayings back; Scientific research; the sciences of hadith
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