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Abstract

Objective: The current study seeks to investigate the differences
in health anxiety between supporters and refusers, refusers based on
gender and educational level, believers in conspiracy theory, as well as
the differences between followers of official websites and social media
about news of COVID-19 vaccination. Methodology: A descriptive
approach was used among a sample of 529 Kuwaiti participants whose
ages were between (18-58) years (M=35.2, SD=9.2); 55.2% were
males, 48.7% supported vaccination, 33.8% believed in conspiracy
theory, and 53.4% followed official websites for Covid-19 news. The
Health Anxiety Questionnaire (HAQ) prepared by (Lucock & Morley,
1996) and the demographic data form were applied during the period
from 24/6/2021 to 10/7/2021. Subsequently, data was analyzed using
SPSS software. Results: Results revealed that there were significant
differences in health anxiety between supporters and refusers, as well
as refusers based on gender and educational level. In addition, there
were significant differences between supporters and refusers, believers
in conspiracy theory, and between followers of the official websites
and social media about news of COVID-19 vaccination. Conclusion:
The study concluded that supporters, female refusers of those who hold
diplomas and bachelor's degrees, vaccination supporters who believe
in conspiracy theory, and Covid-19 news followers on social media
had more health anxiety than refusers, male refusers who hold higher
degrees, refusers who believe in conspiracy theory, and followers of
official websites, respectively.

Keywords: Health Anxiety, Vaccination, Conspiracy Theory, Coronavirus
(Covid-19), Kuwaiti Society.
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