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Abstract
Determinants of the Open Birth Interval among Newly Delivered
Mothers in the Islamic Hospital / Amman:-a Longitudinal Study

Prepared by - Student Samia Moh'd Yaghi
Supervised by : Dr. Issa Masarweh.

This study examines the determinants of the open birth interval which
represents the duration between the last gestatiol'n and the date of the recent
one, for a selected sample of mothers from the Islhmic Hospital in Amman.

The study consists of five chapters. T first chapters deals with the
importance of study, problems and aims. The ,;i,:gond chapter deals with the
determinants of the open birth interval. ]leélthird chapter deals with
methodology. The fourth chapter deals with the characteristics of the
respondents and the newborns. The fifth chapter deals with the relations
between the variables. $4+404

The researcher has traced the study sample, which consists of 542
women who delivered their last newborns in the Islamic Hospital, for 21
-months applying the descriptive and analytic method, and the cross
tabulation technique as well as other statistical methods, in order to explain
the discrepancy in the length of the open birth interval. This has been
achieved by using (SAS) package.

Two sets of independent variables were employed in the analysis. the
indirect and the direct ones. As to the indirect variables they represent the
socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of the family. They are the
mothers' characteristics, the newboms' characteristics and the

socioeconomic characteristics of the respondents' family.
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The direct independent variables were the: timing of partial weaning,
the timing of full weaning, the timing of resumption of sexual mtercourse ,
the duration of post-partum amenorrhea and the timing of the contracepfive
use.

However, the dependent variable was represented by the length of
open birth interval. The study has shown different results such as;
a positive relationship between marriage duration and the open birth interval.
And a positive relationship between the number of male children in the family
and the open birth interval. Moreover, there is a positive relationship
between the number of previous pregnancies, the number.of living childrenin.... _.
the family and the open birth interval. In addition there 1s a ’positive
relationship between the respondent mother age at the time of delivery and
the open birth interval There is also a positive relationship between the
timing of full weaning and the duration of the open birth interval. There 1s a
negative relationship between the timing of contraceptive use and the open
birth interval. In addition to a positive relationship between post-partum
amenorrhea and the open birth interval. The study findings have revealed that
the variables which contributed to the explanation of the open birth interval
duration discrepancy were the timing of contraceptive application, the timing
of weaning , the number of male children in the family, and the duration of

Post-partum amenorrhea.
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