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Abstract

Evaluation of the Physiotherapy Services to the Cerebral Palsy
Cases in the Centers and Organizations of Special Education

Prepared by
Shaker Yousf Abu Hatab

Supervised by
Dr Mohamad Ahamad Salih Imam

This study aimed to explore the fact of physiotherapy services provided
to the cerebral palsy cases in the centers and organizations of special
education in Amman in terms of :

1.

The available facilities in the centers and organizations of special
education, and how suitable they are to provide the physiotherapy for
the cerebral palsy cases.

. The equipment and aids used in the physiotherapy at these centers and

their coping level with the technical and medical development dealing
with the cerebral palsy cases.

. To explore the competency and suitability level of the scientific

qualifications and experiences of the physiotherapy specialists who
provide such services for the children suffering from cerebral palsy at
the special education establishments .

Exploring the knowledge level of the professionals specialized in the
physiotherapy field at the special education organizations in the
theoritical and practical framework of the cerebral palsy.

Monitoring the satisfaction level of the parents of children suffering
from cerebral palsy in terms of treatment services (physiotherapy )
provided at these centers .

The sample included the centers and organizations for special education
in Amman that provide the physiotherapy for the cerebral palsy cases
where these centers and organizations are ( 45 ) , distributed among three
sectors as follows:

1) the public sector : 8 centers .

2) The private sector : 24 centers.

3) Voluntary sector : 13 centers .
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The researcher designed an evaluative measure to monitor the status of
physiotherapy provided for the cerebral palsy cases at the special
education centers and organizations. In this measure, the researcher relied
on his practical experience as well as other references including :

e The American Code for handicapped.

e The Jordanian National Code for handicapped .

e Photographed magazines designed for physiotherapy equipment

the rehabilitation magazines published by the following companies

e Enraph Company ( Holland ) which is specialized in manufacturing
medical equipment —2003.

e Priston Company (France ), specialized in manufacturing medical
equipment-2003.

e E. L .S. Company ( American ) , specialized in manufacturing
medical equipment.

e The artificial and compensatory limbs manual, a translated manual
into Arabic from English —1990.

e The artificial and compensatory limbs manual .

e The academic plan for the Faculty of Rehabilitation Sciences at the
University of Jordan —2003.

e The academic plan for the Faculty of Physiotherapy 6" October
University-2003.

e The academic plan for the Faculty of Physiotherapy - Cairo
University-2003.

e The academic plan for the Faculty of Physiotherapy - The
Hashemite University-2003.

e Book of Enhancement of Child Development Suffering form
Cerebral Palsy, issued by the World Health Organization 1999.

As a result, the researcher has constructed the following tools depending
on that measure :

First: the checklist : which included the first three axes of the study that
are related to buildings, equipment and the physiotherapy specialists
providing services for the children suffering form cerebral palsy in the
special education centers. The list contained (43) items .

Second : A test to detect the knowledge level of the professionals of
physiotherapy who provide such service for the cerebral palsy cases : the
theoritical and the practical. This test consists of (12 ) items and related
to the fourth axis .
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Third : A questionnaire to monitor the parents' satisfaction level in terms
of services provided at these centers and organizations for the children (
13 items ).

The data related to this study have been monitord, the first tool used in
this study was monitoring data of the checklist; the second tool was data
of answers of the sample members who provide the physiotherapy
services for the cerebral palsy cases at the special education centers from
the special test for the awareness level with the cerebral palsy in a the
oritical and practical view; while the third tool dealt with data of the
special questionnaire that monitor the parents' satisfaction level of
services provided for their children at the special education centers . Then
they were loaded in the computer through the ( SPSS ) program to
perform the statistical analyses.

In order to answer the questions of the study, the percentages of the
repetitions were found for each item of the three tools, in addition to
finding the means and standard deviation for the second tool, as well as
classifying the third tool according to its answering level by accepting the
higher percentage in the answer level.

The results of the study were as follows :

1- The first question: Are the available facilities in the centers and
Organization for Special Ecucation in which the physiotherapy
services are provided , suitable to provide this service for the
cerebral palsy cases ?

The answer for this question was that the facilities at these organizations
and centers where the physiotherapy services are provided are unsuitable
to provide such service for the cerebral palsy cases ; which means that
they have not reached the proper standard level.

2- The second question : Do the equipment and aids used at these
centers and organizations keep pace with the contempoary
technical and medical development reached ?

The answer is that the equipment and aids used at these centers and
organizations do not in comformity with the technical and medical
development achieved by other international centers providing such
services .

3- The third question: Are the qualifications and experiences of
persons sufficrent and suitable to provide the physiotherapy
services at these centers and organizations ?

In answering this question we can say that : results indicate that 20%

of the study sample do not possess scientific qualification , but they work
in the physiotherapy field through their experiences.
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In addition, the results show that 34 % of the sample do not have
enough experience in the physiotherapy field ; and that 80 % of them
have not attended training courses during their work at the special
education centers and organizations. The fact that indicates that those
who provide the physiotherapy services at these organizations may be
suitable but not enough to provide this service. Accordingly, it is
important to provide them with the necessary training courses which
acquaint them with the latest methods, techniques and means of dealing
with this group of people. With this, it was possible to answer the third
question .

4- The fourth question : How far do the physiotherapy for cerebral
palsy professionals are familiar with the patterns , causes and
treatment plan provided for these cases ?

The familiarity level of those professionals is very Poor ( 3.8 average )
with a standard deviation of ( 2.47).

5- the fifth question : What is the parents' level of with the services
provided at the centers and organization provided for their
children?

The answer for this question : The parents of the children suffering
form cerebral palsy are in general not satisfied with the physiotherapy
services provided for their children at the centers and organizations for
special education, where the non-satisfaction percentage reached ( 62 % )
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