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Minorities Representation in the Jordanian and Egyptian
Constitutions

"A Comparative Study"

By

Mohammad Mahmoud Karaki

Supervisor

Prof. Dr. Ali Khatar Shatanawi

Abstract

This dissertation discusses the minorities representation in the constitutional system of
Jordan in comparison with the Egyptian constitution.

Chapter one which is entitled minorities concept in parliament consists of two sections:
the first one discusses the concept of minorities in parliament, and defines minorities
form the language and terminology aspects. All definitions in this regard agree that a
minority is a group of people in a given country who differ from the mainstream of that
country population in religion, race, language and other basics. The researcher also
tackled the concept of a minority in Islam, and came to the conclusion that Islam defines
the concept of minority in terms of religion only regardless of color, race and language.

The second section discusses the effect of minority system on the components of
parliament; it also discusses the effect of minority election system on the parliament
composition, and the primary principle that guides the parliament system articulation.
Furthermore, the researcher clarified the election system and the role of minorities in
election precincts.

The second chapter discusses the historical development of minority representation
according to the Jordanian and Egyptian constitutions. It consists of three sections:

Section one: discusses the minorities representation stages in the Jordanian and
Egyptian constitutional systems. The researcher discusses through these stages the
establishing of the Emirate, the enacting of the primary law of 1928, the constitution in
1952 and the Jordanian democracy experience, in addition to the major amendments in
1952 Constitution and their effect on democracy and political freedom in Jordan.

Furthermore, the study discusses the stages of Copts representation in the Egyptian
constitutional system. Most of the Egyptian Copts and the Eastern Christians are in the
main stream of common life, politically, economically and culturally. They contributed to
literature, art and science. Many talented physicians, scientists, engineers, lawyers and
university instructors are either Copts or Eastern Christians.



Historians assured that the liberalism era which started from the middle of the 19"
century until the middle of the 20" century was the golden era for the Copts and all
minorities in Egypt and the Arab World.

The second section discusses the minorities rights and obligations in both constitutional
systems. The researcher tackled minority rights in terms of the international laws and the
Jordanian legislations.

Chapter three discusses the extent of minorities protection and representation under the
international agreements and treaties. This chapter consists of three sections:

Section one tackles the evolution of minorities protection and its development. It didn't
evolve as a coincidence, rather it passed through several stages when humanity
suffered painful consequences due to differences in faith, belief or language. Thus, many
crises and tension were rampant.

Section two discusses the practical applications of treaty protection for minority rights in
terms of international agreements, and regional ones. Geneve Agreement with its
protocols is considered the most important treaty in this regard; other treaties are the
one between Austria and Ottoman government; and Westvalia Treaty along with other
19" century treaties.

Section three focuses on minority rights in the domestic Arab legislations,
supported by examples and real cases that occurred in the Arab domestic legislations.
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