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ABSTRACT

Ever since the Internet extended its activity and left the military domain, in which it remained
trapped behind its walls to serve military purposes, the information and communication
revolution set off to begin a new civil era to serve modern civilization and revolutionize the

field of communication and information explosion in a way humanity never witnessed before.

The effects of such progress reflected on the media, and thus, the internet created new
communication patterns which forged reading, seeing and hearing in what is known as the
electronic media which broke the boundaries of time and place and embodied Marshall
McLuhan’s own term “global village”, which he predicted in 1945, when he realized the impact
of technology and electronic media that works on integrating our planet. And that what makes
us do not stand today at the borders of the term “global village”, but to exceed it to saying that

the world has become one newsroom.

If McLuhan had predicted the global village for several decades, we are living it today as a
tangible reality, thanks to modern communication systems, particularly the internet, which
created the so-called electronic news sites, which made the whole world under one’s finger tips

through smart phone devices.

News sites have allowed the user to navigate with ease between the various contents and art
forms and learn about news, events and various subjects in an interesting way because of what

these sites have from technical and artistic features, particularly the multimedia.

With the beginning of the nineties of the last century, many of the electronic publishing trials
have been made, and the Swedish electronic “hilzenbourg” newspaper was the first in the whole
world, then other electronic newspapers came to existence, such as the “Chicago Online”, and
by 1996 the number of the electronic newspapers in America reached 368. Many electronic

newspapers appeared in France, Britain and Canada as well.

And in the Arab world, with the advent of the newspaper “the Middle East” as the first journal
with a website on the Internet in September 1995, the electronic websites started to grow and
expand. And with the emergence of Al-Jazeera, as a first specialized Arab news satellite channel,
the news websites associated with other news channels also started to grow, and that was

accompanied by news sited unassociated with channels or news broadcasts.

Although the satellite news channels have revolutionized the media world that broke all
forbidden taboos and crossed barriers of time and place, yet the need for an electronic
receptacle associated with the channel to carry its message and promote it with a special output

impelled those in charge of the channel to consider creating the Al-Jazeera Net website.

MG



Al Jazeera Net site appeared on the first of January 2001 in Doha, Qatar, as an Arabic news
website to complement the channel’s role and support its mission in an attempt on the part of
those in charge to exploit the advantages of the Internet for the establishment of an Arab news

site on the web.

This study seeks to monitor, analyze one of the most important new media types, the online
news sites, and focus on one of the new media mechanisms specialized in news and features and

distinguished with interactivity with the Internet audience.

In this context, the researcher sought to highlight the Arabic news sites in general and then
login to the site of Al Jazeera Net to know about its background, in terms of origination and
development, and the consistency of the editorial policies of the site with the channel and learn
the techniques used on the site and the correlation between the site and the channel and
discover the truth about interactivity and the ability of site to use this property to enrich the

relationship between the site and the public.

This study consisted of five chapters. The first one dealt with the internet and the news sites, as
of the appearance of the electronic journalism and the transition from it to the complete
websites. Then the second chapter addressed the news sites, as of the existence, the development,
the expansion and the restricitons. The third chapter dealt with the interactive media. The
fourth chapter focused on studying the AlJazeera Net as a descriptive study, whether
administrative or technical aspect. The fifth chapter focused on the AlJazeera Net as a news site,

in terms of the work mechanism and the interactive methods within the website.

After preparing his his thesis, the researcher concluded a number of results:

1 - The role of Al- Jazeera Net site came as a complementary role to the channel and a
medium to carry it to the farthest geographical points. Yet it took a path independent of
the parent channel in what it presents, though it did not contradict it, but was committed
to its editorial policy, and achieved reciprocal fruitful cooperation to which it made a

qualitative addition to its audience.

2 - The types of cooperation between the site and the channel are evident in the transmission
of the live broadcast of the channel, and presenting all its programs in addition to
archiving all program scripts since the launch of the site so that the site visitor can watch

programs and see all the texts.

3 - The site is distinguished with a big professional and technical team that allowed it to work
around the clock and with a productivity ranging from 80-100 various informational
materials in which also a team of correspondents deployed in more than 30 Arab and

foreign countries contribute.



4 - The site seeks to comply with the principles of journalism, freedom of expression and the
other opinion, making it in the ranks of the advanced Arabic news sites in the Arab world,

in particular, and the world in general.

5 - The site offers readers’ comments service in order to achieve interaction between the site
and its visitors, where visitors can interact with everything published by commenting and

writing, whether their views were negative or positive, praise or insult.

6 - The site seeks to deepen interaction and communication between Al-Jazeera Net and its
visitors through a variety of live interactions produced by the site, such as opinion surveys ,

talking points and periodic or specialized votes that accompany the inside pages.

7 — The site shows a remarkable attention to the use of social networking sites to deliver news
and various other informational materials to the audience, but it did not elaborate a clear

policy to deal with the social networking sites and have not been utilized clearly.

8 - Al-Jazeera Net site does not allow, yet, to its browsers to move off the site, even if within
the network itself, like Al-Jazeera Studies site, for example, and allows only navigating and

wandering inside its news and informational materials produced by it.

9 - Al-Jazeera Net site does not cooperate with its peer, the English site affiliated to the
English Channel through the exchange of news, information, issues and articles, despite
the existence of a relationship between the two channels, and the mutual cooperation was

often fruitful in important issues such as the killing of Arafat.

10 - Al-Jazeera net site cares about multimedia in terms of the use of videos in the news ,
especially major news and it no longer relies on the video produced in the channel , and
even seeks to direct reporters to produce the site’s own video, though still weak and

substandard.

In light of the findings of the researcher, the study recommends the need to strengthen
scientific research efforts on news sites, especially since these sites have become an integral part

of the life of the citizen.

It is also necessary to find mechanisms and means needed to increase the Arabic news content

on the Internet, in a way to supports news sites in the rebalancing of the media flow equation.

Also there should be a follow-up to new developments in information and communication
technology and various electronic applications to enable news sites of theoretical and practical

peruse and take advantage of all that is new.



The study also recommends taking part in establishing media legislation and professional codes
of conduct for electronic media, whether on local, regional or international level, to ensure that

this new media shall have a high level of professional and ethical commitment.
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