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developing the attitudes of nursing students at Jordanian
universities towards the handicapped and its effect on the

development of their communication skills

By
Reem Abdalah Mohamd Al Kanani
Supervisor
Prof. Dr Ahmed Ahmed Awad

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at examining the effectiveness of ::a
proposed training program in developing the attitudes of nursing
students at Jordanian universities towards the handicapped and

its effect on the development of their communication skills

The sample of the study consisted of two groups: the first
one was a survey sample consisting of 171 male and female
students in their fourth year at the nursing faculties at the
Jordanian universities . The attitude measurement scale was
applied to the sample of this study. The second one consisted of
50 male and female nursing students from al al-Bayt University.
The subjects were distributed in to two groups of 25 each. The

control group and the experimental one,. For the purpose of this



study, the researcher used the training program to measure its
effect students' attitude towards the handicapped. Before & after
implementing the program, the researcher was measured the
attitudes toward the handicapped (prepared by al harone & farrag,
1999). She also measured the communication skills of the

groups using the scale developed by the researcher .

The training program was run two months ( 3 sessions a

week ) .

Statistical analysis of the survey data showed the following

results:

- Nursing students at the Jordanian universities had positive
attitudes towards the handicapped .

- There were no statistically significant differences in the students
attitudes towards the handicapped attributed to gender

Statistical analysis of the experimental data showed the
following results:
- There were no statistically significant differences between

the experimental and control groups in the attitudes of the

students towards the handicapped

- There were no statistically significant differences between
males and females on the attitudes scale .

- There were statistically significant differences at level (a =
0.05) between the experimental and control groups in the

communication  skills in the favor of the experimental

group.



- There were statistically significant differences at level (a =
0.05) between males and females in the communication

skills in favor of males.

- The researcher recommended that nursing faculties add
courses on the handicapped to their curricula to help

students deal and communicate with them
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