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FArabi's Philosophy And Its Reflections On Education

By : Alkailani, Sary Zaid.
Supervised By: Dr. Shammout, Osama.

A B S T R A C T

The philogophy of education criticizes; clarifies and
modifies the educational process. That is to say that
philosophy of education discusgses the concept that corrdinates
between the different features of education in a comprehensive
plan, clarifies, the educational concepts, reviews the
principles and basic hypothesis on which the specific educati-
onal changes are built. It also detects the classification which
combine education with thie other fields of human interest.

The variance of the educational philosophies is
determined by the variance of its stands and envisages of
the umiverse, man, knowledge and its fields and the compreh-
engive conception which unifies the previons stand. From this
conception the educational philosophy derives its set of
values. Consequently, every nation has its own educational
system in accordance with the nation's distinguished personality
and its culture. So we can sgay that education is a building
process in accordance with an educational theory and philosophy
whose rocots and principles are based on the heritage and values
of the nation and on the new information and scientific methods
which the nation has created. This shows that it is necessary for
the educational process to deal with twoe basic dimensions:
orininality and modernity in a coherent way which guarantees
it revieqed dianamic movement,

It is inevitable that education should interact with
events, responding and adapting to it because education is
making human by acertain way and it is moulding him according
to acertain philosophy. So that they can acgquire the different
skills, values, attitudes and behavioural patterns which
facilitate the interaction process with the social environments.
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Since the crises which the'peoples mndergo draw the
attention to the necessity of change, reconsidering the
educational philosophies and teaching systems is on of
the most important means of achieving this, because '
gsoclieties face and conguer challenges by man. Man is the
positive interacting force. There is no means of creating
and preparing the acting man emcept by education., So the
role of education becames basic since it is the main way
for forming man and recinstructing tae social, economic
end political systems he lives in .

The Arab Borld today witnesses a dilemma and strugglé
in its reality which includes all its different aspects of
its 1life especially education., From here we hove to look
for a unified Arab philosophy of education which can face
the different problems and which is derived from the cultural
heritage and religions beliefs of this nation.

Three stande which represent the attitudes to the
salutation for this dilemma and chaos, These stands are:

1) The Heritage Stand :
It calls for not adopting any of the modern culiure .
or thinking but opposing everything outside heritage
and religion.

2) The Westornized Stangd :
It is contrary to the first stand .

3) The Compromising Stand :
It calls for obtaining science for any souree provided
subjecting it to an Islamic moral guidance.
The proponents of this stand try to combine and roconcile
orininality with modernity .

Departing from what preceded, tlhe reactivating of the
intellectual and educational heritage and studying it
objectively is considered to be an urgent necessity to
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determine the cultural roote in constructing an Arab
educational philosophy combining originality and modernity.

Many'moslem and Arab scientists treated with educatiocn.
Yet Farabi appeared as a philosopher and educator in o pericd
of straggle, He brought the different opinions together. His
age was similar to our age. His position is similar to one
of the positions of our contemporary thinkers. His reconciling
gstand might be the hidden motivation behind choosing him as

the subject for thie study .

This study aims at exploring the philosophy of
education presented by Farabi if it was of scientific roots
and 2 logical dimension dimension so thet it could serve
the educational gecals at that time. Then exploring the
possibility of benefiting from this philisiphy in the
contemporary Arab World .

This study might contributemx in forming the desired
educational philisiphy which we need so as to come ouk
from this dilemma which we suffer from. This study might
explore scme light sides in our heritage which we need
g0 as to build the present and plan the future.

This study tries to answer the following questions:

1)  Whaot are the intellectual and philosophical roots
and principles on which Farabi's philosophy of educarion
ig based on as far the existence, the human soul (self),
society, mind, knowledge, values ond morals are concerned? .

2) What are the characteristics of the Farabi's philosophy
of education 7 . '
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To answer these questions, the historical derivative
analytical approach was employed. Following is a brief
description of this approach :

1> Defining the resources of the study. They were
classified into two categories. One is basic
representing a group of Farabi books and publicaticn.
The other ore 18 secondary representing the studies
on Paravbi and other fields of educational activity.

2) Defining the Farabi philoscophy of education according:

to the following sbeps .

a) Extracting the basic elements of the views of
Farabi on existence, human soul ( self), mind,
knowledge, society and values.

b) Formulating Farabi philosophy of education in
the light of the previous theories.

A
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