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Thesis Abstract

A Comparative Study

The Value Orientations of Jordanian, American, Western European and
Southeast Asians in Public Jordanian Universities.

Prepared by the student:
Akram A. Abu Ismail

Supervisor:

Dr. Hassan J. Taha

This study aimed at comparing the value orientations of Jordanian,
American, Western European and Southeastern Asians who belong to four
distinctive civilizations, through exploring the value orientations that prevail
and that are recessive among them.

This study is based on the theory developed by (Condon and Youssef,
1975) which states that values are of six sources, namely: the individual, the
family and society, human nature, nature, the supernatural. In fact, each of
these sources includes a group of values.

The study adopted a tool which was developed by A. Oweidat
comprising (36) paragraphs representing (18) values; whereby each
paragraph comprised an actual event or an envisaged problem or a presented
argument, followed by three choices each one of which represented a value
orientation that was a common or recessive value orientation or a case of
change.

The study sample which represented the study population comprised
(3363) students. The number of Jordanian students, The Americans, West
European and Southeastern Asians were: (3132), (68), (45), (118), male and
female students respectively.



The findings of the study were as follows:

First: The value orientations of the study sample among the Jordanian,
American, Western European and South Eastern Asians

converged on the values of: authority, rationalism, good- euvil,

and human relation with nature.

Second: The value orientations of the study sample pertaining to
American, Western European and South Eastern Asians

were similar. However, the value orientations of

Jordanian students differed regarding the value:

intermediaries.

Third: The value orientations of the study sample were similar among
Jordanian and South Eastern Asian students, but differed

among American and Western European students in terms

of the following values: time, the meaning of life, activity,

relations, social interaction, formal- informal, amenability for

change and growth, ownership.

Fourth: The value orientations of American and West European
students were similar, while the value orientations of

Jordanian and South Eastern Asians differed in respect of

the following values: individualism, dependence, age,

gender, motion, happiness-grief.

Fifth: The findings of the study in terms of the variables of gender,
academic level and specialization (humanities, science) were
as follows:

1) There were statistically significant differences attributed
to gender as regards the values of: age, gender, activity;
while there were no statistically significant differences as
regards the other values.

2) There were statistically significant differences attributed
to the academic level (first year, fourth academic year) as
regards the values of: individualism, dependence,



3) authority, formal-informal, human relation with nature.

4) Statistically significant differences were evident attributed
to the academic specialization (science, humanities) as
regards the values of: rationalism, the relation of people
to nature.

The study recommended that further studies and research be

conducted on variables not addressed by the present study such as socio-
economic status. It also recommended that a number of comparative
civilizational studies be conducted on students who belong to other
civilizations such as the Indian, Japanese and Chinese civilizations, and
others.
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