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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the nature of investigative journalism on Palestinian
websites. The study examines the websites' interest in it; identifies its presence on such
websites; analyzes its content to identify its topics, approaches, tools, objectives, primary
and media resources, geographical origin, style of writing, type of titles and introductions,
conclusions and their components, and how much it benefits from online publishing;
identifies the similarities and differences between the websites of the study; and how much
the journalists make use of websites to conduct investigations, the journalists' points of
view about related issues, the factors which influence their use of such websites, the

obstacles that hinder their work and the means to improve such websites.

This is a descriptive study that applies the survey methodology. In this study, the
researcher used content analysis, media practices survey and interrelationships examination
through which the researcher used the comparative approach, agenda — setting approach,
and communication-based approach. As for the study tools, the researcher used a content

analysis questionnaire, an investigative newspaper, and an interview.

The researcher selected the following websites as a sample: Wattan, Wafa, Maan,
Safa and Sama news agencies; in the time period from 14\09\2011 until 28\03\2016. The
investigations were chosen based on complete census methodology. The sample for
content analysis included 57 investigations. As for the investigative newspaper, the sample
included 2 newspapers that conducted surveys for Palestinian websites. In addition, the

interview was conducted with five officials from the study's websites sample.

The content analysis’ study concluded a number of findings; the most important of
which are: the interest of the study sites in investigative reporting differs as follows,
“WatanLilanbaa” was the top site where it presented 35 investigative report, “Wafa”
website comes second with 8 investigative reports, then “Maan” and “Safa” with 5
investigative reports and finally “Sama” site presented only 4 investigative reports.

The field study concluded a number of findings; the most important of which are: The
difficulty of obtaining information came in the forefront of obstacles facing investigative
journalism. The requirement to provide an incubating environment for the production of
investigative reports through the adoption of the encouraging media policies came first in
the ways of enhancing the investigative reports in the Palestinian websites.
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