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_ ABSTRACT
The present work has been carrled oul, as & comparative aratonical study, on the

digestive tract of two lizard species, Mabiya brevicollis and Buniopus tuberculatus.

)
e}

It has been observed thai the digestive canal of the second lizard is longer than tnat

T e

of the [irst one. The oral cavity of the lizards Is lined by a stratified squarious
epitheliuvm, which is relatively thicker In Mabuya than in Bunopus.

The oral epithelium, in both lizards, contains taste buds. The salivary glands
In Bunocpus the stbmandibular and sublingual zlands are joined anteriorly and separate
posterioriy. The paletal glands in Mabuya appear as two structures which are close 0
each other, i lront, and separate posteriorly. These glands in Bunopus appear as a
single median structure, The muscular tongue in both lizards is slightly bifurcated
has a A-shape posteriorly. On the upper surface the tongue there are fungiform,
filliform and fuliate papillae, which docrease as going posteriorly in Mabuya and
disapper in Bunopus. It has been observed that the stratified epithelium of the papilla
ccntains mucous cells in the case of Mabuya which are absent in Bunopus. Lingual glands

are observed between the papillae.

‘The oesophageal mucosal epithelium in both species is built up of columnar, goblet
and cilliated cells. The ciliated cells are less in Bunopus as than in Mabuya. Th
oesophageal glands, in both species, firstiy appear as simple tubular and change
gradually to the branched type. The glands irn Bumopus are fewer and larger in size, The
glandular cells are of two types, mucous and granular cells.

The gastric mucosa in both species, forms fundic and gastric glands of the sirple
amd branched tubular type. These are smaller and more branched in Burmopus that io
Mabuya. The body of the fundic glands in Mabuya is built up of columar or pyramidal

or pelyhdehral granular cells in Buncpus it has cubodal or pyramidal
cells. Argyrophil cells ave detocted in few nurbess The pyloric glauds are similacr
to the fundic ones hut tney are fewer and less branched and built up of mucous cells.

The intestinal mucosal epithelium consists of obsorbtive columnar end goblet cells
Paneth cells and endocrine cells are also detected. The second type is less in Bumopus
than in Mabuya. The mucosal epitnelium of the large intestine of the two species
consists of columnar, replacing and lymphatic cells. Paneth cells and endocrine

cells are rarely observed in Bunopus. The rectal epithelium contains mucous cells

more than that in the colon.
/A‘ﬁ.g.’aq
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