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Abstract

The study aims at observing the reality of investigative journalism practices in
Palestinian newspapers through identifying the issues tackled in the Palestinian
newspapers as well as the primary sources of investigations so as to apply them in the
investigative style, recognizing the used methods, the persuasive methods, see the
space specified by each newspaper to those investigations, see the similarities and
differences of the salient elements of the article, as well as identifying the dilemmas
facing investigative journalists during their work, and contributing to developing
proposals that may advance and increase the effectiveness of investigative
journalism.

This study belongs to the descriptive researches, as it applies the survey
method as its framework which used both content analysis and survey practice
methods as well as the method of reciprocal relations, where both the comparative
method and the correlational method were employed. Data were collected through
three tools: content analysis form, a newspaper survey and the interview. The study
relied on Agenda Setting Theory and Gatekeeper Theory.

The newspapers' sample included Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Felesteen and
Alresalah. The study sample spanned over the periods from 1% of January 2013 to
30" of June 2014. Thirty investigations have been chosen from the selected sample
using the technique of comprehensive inclusion. The sample of the communicator
involved all investigative journalists whose names were included in the study's
newspapers.

The main findings of the analytical study:-

1. The study shows that the newspaper of Al-Hayat AL-Jadida is more interested
in investigative reports than both the newspaper of Felesteen and AL-Resalah.

2. The study’s newspapers are concerned with the economic issues due to the
deterioration of the economic condition in the Palestinian society.

3. The study’s newspapers mostly used the investigative style in its investigative

reports.



4. The newspaper of Al-Hayat AlL-Jadida is more interested than both the
newspapers of Felesteen and AL-Resalah in providing the number and specifying

the space of pages for investigative reports.

The findings of the field study:

1. The study shows that motivation of journalists for investigative reports are due to
the necessity of combating corruption and revealing the malfunction and failure of

management as well as highlighting certain issues.
2. Most journalists have got specialized training courses in investigative reports.

3. The variables that determine the effectiveness of investigative press in Palestine

are assessed according to nature of the issues tackled.

4. Unlike both the newspapers of Felesteen and AL-Resalah, the newspaper of Al-

Hayat AL-Jadida is classified concerning the investigative reports.

5. Journalists unanimously agree that civil society organizations support and

encourage the investigative press in Palestine.

6. Tracing documents and persons is one of the most important sources employed

by journalists in tackling their reports.

7. The newspaper management interferes in specifying the topic tackled by

journalists in their reports.

8. There are some security and political issues which are not allowed to be

investigated by journalists.

9. The problems facing the investigative press in Palestine are due to lack of trained
workers, financial crisis, state of political rift and unavailability of legal legislations

that emphasize the right to obtain information.

10. Journalists unanimously agree that the development of the investigative press in
Palestine is represented in expressing the interest of citizens committing to

professional ethics and insuring as well as protecting investigative journalists.



Conclusion and recommendations of the study:

1. Urging newspapers to increase the number of investigative reports by specifying

more spaces.
2. Focusing on the security, social and political issues.

3. Encouraging the investigative press professional and academically.

4. Conducting scientific studies to overcome the obstacles encountering journalists.
5. Granting journalists the right to obtain information and documents.

6. Re-formulating and re activating the laws and legislations to establish the

investigative press.

7. The necessity of creating a democratic environment for developing the
investigative press for away from political polarizations and arguments as well as

narrow Factional differences.
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