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Abstract

The Reality of Literary Journalism in the Palestinian Daily Newspapers
A Field Analytical Study

By: Kifah Salamah Al-Ghussein

The study aimed to identify the reality of literary journalism in the
Palestinian daily newspapers, during the period from 01 January 2013 to 31
December 2013 by conducting an analytical study of the content and form in
which literary journalism was presented in the study's newspapers. It also
aimed to know the views of the communicators in these newspapers and
obtain interpretive answers to the results of the analysis of the study tables.

This is a descriptive study which used the survey approach and the
survey of practice methods within which the systematic comparison method
was employed. The study data were collected by using a content analysis
questionnaire and the rated interview.

The researcher selected the Palestinian daily newspaper chose (Al-Quds,
Al-Ayyam, Al-Hayat Al-Jadeedah) as the study sample through a purposive,
constructive and circular sampling of the newspapers' issues every other
week. That is, the first issue of every newspaper in the first week of January
2013, and then the second week was left out, and then the third week was
selected, and so on. The selection of the communicators was conducted by
using the purposive sampling method.

One of the most important results of this analytical study is that literary
journalism in the study's newspapers falls under the name of the cultural
pages, and it has no special literary pages, and that the space that is covered
by literary journalism does not exceed (4.37%) of the total space of all
newspapers across the study's entire period.

The study findings show that literary journalism in the newspapers
comes in purely literary forms such as poetry, thought, story, theater,
criticism, and the article, and in news reporting which contains literary
contents such as the news story, the report, interview and the article. The
study reveals that Al-Quds newspaper predominantly uses news reporting.

The study found that the literary article form is the dominant form as a
general trend in the newspapers, followed by the art of the thought, and then
the criticism. The biography ranked quite late, as well as the art of writing for
the theater which was totally missing in Al-Quds newspaper. The literary
topics of nationalistic nature was completely dominant in the newspaper,



followed by social topics, and emotional ones. Linguistic topics were
dwindling and there was a semi-absence of the literary religious topics.

The results also showed the emergence of the writer as a source of
information above other sources, and that there is a bias for literary materials
from the West Bank and Jerusalem, as well as the 48 Arab Palestinians.
Further, Palestinian division led to lack of interaction in the Gaza Strip with
the literary journalism scene, which was non-existent in Al-Hayat Al-
Jadeedah newspaper and too small in the rest of the newspapers.

The field study emphasized the need to have more than one editor, and
the presence of a network of specialized reporters. The study also felt the
need to increase the number of those working in literary affairs and to choose
them based on the literary appreciation, linguistic excellence and high
character, in addition to the need to increasing the number of pages,
activating reporters, paying visits to facilities, schools, colleges, universities,
seminars, forums, and institutions. The study recommends the allocation of
in-kind and financial prizes to encourage and increase the number of creative
literary people.

The study reached several recommendations, the most important of
which is the necessity to include special literary pages in the Palestinian daily
newspapers, instead of publishing literary material within the cultural pages.
The study also recommends paying attention to various arts and increasing
the number of those working in literary affairs, and to choose them based on
the literary appreciation, linguistic excellence and high character, in addition
to the need to increasing the number of pages, activating reporters, and the
need to allocate special supplements dealing with specialized journalism,
such as writing to the art of theater, and to highlight the culture of reading,
appreciating and evaluating the theatrical text.
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