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Abstract

This study aims to identify the dependency degree of Palestinian university
students on university newspapers and its relation to their familiarity of student
issues. It also aims to investigate students’ confidence of the published subjects in
these newspapers and the most realized effects among students resulted from this
dependency.

This study is considered a descriptive one as it relied on media survey
method. The researcher used the investigation checklist (questionnaire) and applied it
on a stratified sample consisted of (580) respondents selected from the following
universities (Islamic University of Gaza, Al-aqsa University, Al-azhar University) in
the period spanning from 15 February 2018 to 20 March 2018. The researcher
adopted the theory of media tools dependency.

The study concluded with several results, the most important of which are:

1. A percentage of (83.3) of respondents do not follow the university newspaper
issued by their own university against a percentage of (16.7) of respondents
who follow the newspapers.

2. The most important reasons behind students to not follow the newspapers
issued by their own universities are that they are ignorant of their existence in
the first place representing a percentage of (81.6), followed by students’
dependency on other media tools by a percentage of (10.6), followed by the
lack of spare time, then the difficulty in finding the whereabouts of
newspapers, and finally the unattractiveness of the subjects.

3. The most important subjects of the issued university newspapers that trigger
students’ attention are the social subjects representing a percentage of (50.5),
followed by cultural subjects by a percentage of (43.3), followed by academic
and educative subjects, then health subjects, then religious and political
subjects, and finally servicing and sport subjects.

4. The degree of awareness of students’ issues among students who follow
university newspapers in the Palestinian universities achieved an average
degree of awareness by (50.5%), and a high degree of awareness by (49%),
followed by a low degree of awareness, and finally a very high degree of
awareness.

5. There is a direct, positive and strong relation between the degree of students’
dependency on university newspapers and the degree of their confidence in
the included subjects about students’ issues.

Study recommendations:
Based on the above results, the study recommends the following:

1. To diversify the introduced students’ issues especially those related to
educational and academic processes.

2. To publish university newspapers electronically to keep pace with
technology, as students tend to follow electronic websites more often than the
paper releases.
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