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Abstract

This study aims to identify the reality of layout designers in Palestinian
journalism and suggest methods of development. This study belongs to the
descriptive researches where the survey methodology was adopted. Within its
frame, media practices survey method was employed. Data was collected using
both the questionnaire (investigation checklist) and the interview as tools of the
study. The study population included all layout designers who work for
Palestinian newspapers in Jerusalem, West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. The
questionnaire was distributed on a sample consisted of (42) respondents during
the period between 2 December 2017 and 20 January 2018. The researcher
depended on the communicator theory in conducting the study.

The most important results of the study:

1. Most of respondents already studied rules and principles of journalism
layout designing representing (64.3%).

2. A percentage of (57.1%) of the respondents received training courses in
layout designing field, and largely benefited from such courses as
indicated by the relative weight (78.4%).

3. The most significant skills that the layout designers in Palestinian
journalism should possess are the designing skill in respect to artistic
appreciation and colors (97.6%), followed by the capability of using
different software design programs (88.1%).

The most important recommendations of the study:

1. Media departments within Palestinian universities should pay more
attention to teaching layout-designing courses to keep track with modern
advancements in order to provide media institutions with young graduate
experts in the field.

2. Training centers are recommended to diverse their courses aiming at
improving performances and skills of layout designers in journalism
institutions.

3. Layout designers should participate in funded and developed designing
courses in order to overcome the lack of expertise obstacle among
Palestinian layout designers.
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